
 

                             

DELAWARES 

 

 

Delawares were first developed in 1940 from off-colored sports which occurred in the 
cross between Barred Plymouth Rock males and New Hampshire females. They are 
named for the state in which they originated. These sports lacked the black 
extension factor that would normally have been transmitted from the Barred 
Plymouth Rock male with the results they became almost white, showing a slight 
indication of barring in the hackle, primaries, secondaries and tail.  

A dual purpose fowl with well developed egg and meat characteristics. Excellent as 
broilers with an abundance of vigor and fine market quality. Delaware males may be 
mated to New Hampshire or Rhode Island Red females and produce chicks of the 
Delaware feather pattern. Delaware females may be mated to New Hampshire or 
Rhode Island Red males, and sex-linked chicks result; the males have the Delaware 
pattern and the females have solid red feather pattern of the male. These day-old 
chicks may be separated according to sexes by their color.  

 


