
 

            

 

           

                                     Rhode Island Reds 

The origin of the Rhode Island Red dates to a fowl bred in the section of New England 
that is located between Narragansett Bay and Buzzard's Bay. The name Rhode Island Red 
was given the breed in honor of the state where it originated from crossing the Red Malay 
Game, Leghorn and Asiatic native stock.  

The earlier Rhode Island Reds sported both single and rose combs, some even having 
pea combs, due to their mixed ancestry and because they were being bred primarily for 
market purposes. This is an important dual purpose breed, capable of excellent egg 
production.  

Rhode Island Whites originated in Rhode Island from which they took their name. They 
are a result of crosses of Partridge Cochins, White Wyandottes and Rose-Comb White 
Leghorns. The distinct shape characteristic of both Rhode Island Reds and Rhode Island 
Whites is the horizontal, oblong body.  

Rhode Island Reds and Whites are general purpose fowls, bred for the production of meat 
and eggs. The skin color is yellow and the eggs shells are brown to dark brown.  

 


