The Fabulous Faverolles
By: Peter Merlin

Thisarticleiswritten with thissmall preface: Theinformation that layswithin istaken from many writings that
go back asfar asthemid 1800's. | have resear ched these birdsfor quite a few yearsnow, but claim no more
expertisethan the next Faverolles Fancier. It iskind of likethe old adage " here, let metell you about my
grandchildren.”

The Faverollesare a French breed, therefore of the Continental classification. Bred in the 1850s of composite
blood from the Houdon, Brahma, Créve-Cour, Dorking and common fowl of the area. Somer eferences have
been made to the CouCoo and Cochin being used in addition.

The Faverolleswere used as a utility breed known for their excellent table qualitiesand superior egg laying
during winter months. The French have a dish for which the Faverolleswas used exclusively. It iscalled " Petite
Poussin® or " Small Breast." Today they areregarded as a show fowl and arerarein the United States. They are
said to bethe Peacock of the poultry world for their contrasting color between the sexes and the brilliance of
color in the male birds. They make excellent back yard fowl and have a genteel per sonality.

The overall shape of the bird should be trapezoidal and the feathering rather fluffy. Wide backs and chestsare a
necessity. Deep in keel with carriage well centered. Revered in the females are feathersthat go backwardsin the
side of the hackle. The beard and muff should be extreme with littleto no wattle at all. Fullness of beard is
desired over length, with the beard covering the ear lobe. Face, comb, and earlobe should bered. Eyecolor red
bay. The comb issingle, and medium in size with five points and no serrations. This breed has five separ ate toes
and skin and leg color are white. Light feathering should appear on the outside of the leg and outer toes. There
isa dight break between the feathers of the body and leg. The leg feathering of the Cochin isnot what is desired.
Type should always be given preference over color, not only in the show pen, but in the breeding pen aswell.

When considering weight on the Faverollesit is of the utmost importance to remember that the bird was
originally known for itstable qualities. Density and mass of the bird are what should be looked at. They are not
tall birds, like Rocks, but at the same timethey are not short and close to the ground. The breadth of the chest
and legsiswher e the mass comesin. Ideal weights are suggested in the American Poultry Association Standard
for our American birds. Cocks: 8 Ibs. Hens: 6 1/2 Ibs. Cockerels: 7 Ibs. Pullets: 5 1/2 Ibs. The Standards of other
countries call for more or lesswithin a pound. But, it isstated in several writings from the early 1900's that
bigger usually meansa cost in the quality and type of the bird.

In the Salmon variety, the hen isa completely different color from the male. Thisisthe only breed that hasthis
color. Themaleisblack in beard, breast, and under neath with straw colored hackle, back, and saddle. Rich
golden on the bow of thewing with awhitetriangle at thetip. Tail primaries beetle green and leg feather black.
Underfluff should be slate gray. The hen has a color range from pink salmon to copper salmon on the hackle,
back, and wing. Creamy white from the beard to the vent with no splashing of top color and an overall date
gray under fluff.

Other varieties of the Faverollesarelimited to whitein the United States. All of the aforementioned type
descriptionswould apply to this breed regardless of variety. In Europe other colors do exist and Blacks and Buff
are being worked on in this country. They comein Large Fowl and Bantam for m. If you have ever wanted a
beautiful bird, with wonderful personality and challenge in the breeding pen, try some. They arewell worth the
effort and time.

For moreinformation visit thiswebsite (find photo’s, articles on culling, on judging & breedersgrading papers
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